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" shakedown. _
- great,” notes Plueddeman. “Instead

~everything here at BOATING,

Tooned Up

Hey, they iaughed at the Doel Pm

is his love of powerboats, especially pontoon boats. “A‘
pontoon boat is a great famjly boat. It’s- the most fun,
most affordable boat there is,” he says. What's not fun
about pontoon boats, however, is the way they handle.

“Pontoons aren’t called logs for nothing, While trying to
| navigate Lake Winnebago, Wisconsin, in a bad storm, -
- Sohm became convinced. there had to-be a better way.

“The idea is to ride above the waves, not'in the waves.’

. Sohm hauled his boat back to his auto. body shop and

got to work. His answer? A patented device he calls

T.AP. (Tec'hr_}ically Advanced Performance). He weld- -
© ed 3" aluminum fins along the full length of the cut-
“§." board sides of his boat’s pontoons. Then he attached two

more fins—1'6" long and 12" wide—to the pontoon’s
inboard sides, postioned on the forward portion of the

“log. The result, he hoped, would be an edge that could
~ Plueddeman. “Sohm sa guy wrth an 1de:1 and the ab

carve through the water.
_Because we test anythmg and

Chatles Plueddeman, our editor-at-
large, took the helm of Sohm’s 20-
foot pontoon test boat, powered by
a 50-hp- Merc, and gave it 4 goad
“The handling was

of sliding ‘through a tum, the beat
turned neatly and with precision.™ .
Sohm reports that his T.A.P. system has helped B
him squeeze 4 to 7 mph and a couple hu.ndred_ '
extra rpm out of his engine.
He has approached neatly three dozen boat

: builders with his “grip-and-get” invention but
.says none is interested. “I told them Honest—

to-God, you’ll think you’re 6n a different
boat,” but they told me I was wasting my
time,” he says. Undaunted, Sohm plans to
build his own boat, the Conrad Marine GS-
26/26, which means it will be 26 feet long -
with 26"-diameter pontoons. The GS-26/26
should be completed by press time and will .
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ALCOLM GOOFY SOHM EARNED HIS NICKNAME IN HIGH SCHOOL

building. Just as he was about to ﬁmsh ‘he. w:ped out in front of— _
~ where else?>—the pnnczpals oﬁ'ice The principal came out and sald i
“Oh, Mr. Sohm What a goofy thmg to do”

~name still sticks. One thmg that isn’t goofy about Sohm - sell for about $16, 000 w:thout a motor. He's ako plan-

" ning a smaller model,- the GS-20/ 23, which will be— el

you guessed it—20 feet long with 23"-diameter pon=

~ toons and priced at about $13,000. Not in the market |
for another boat? Sohm will also sell his T.AP. system |
for a 26-footer to you direct, for $1,250, w}nch doesn £
‘include msta]lanon SR o

"Solim is not afraid to stack his invention .up against” - &
some serioiis competition. In- fact;-he has-campaigned in  [§

poker runs against Fountains, Scarabs; and Cigarettes, to

_name a few. Of course, Sohm doesn’t pretend it’s a per-~ |
formance boat; but his pontoon design doés run relative- . |
‘ly fast and turn we]l And because of its excellent stabili- w

“ty, it 'was picked as a platform for an ESPN video crew -

~ during the filming of -the" Expenmental Aucraft

Association’s-annual air show in Oshkosh. = .
“He may be goofy, but he’s not-a kook

to assemble 161

For more mfomanon Corfmd Manne Inc., 6453 Somth e
_Htghway 45, ‘Oshkosh, WI 54901, 920/688 3166 _

_ Ok~ A pontoon boat that can actuah'y carve a .
turn? Malcolm “Goofy” Sohn has devised a system of ﬁns thar
“he says will i :mpmve har:d!mg, speed, and srabdrty ' :

That was 25 s ago and the |

adds- :
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where on a-dare he dressed up as Santa Claus one St. Patrlcks Day . 4
and tried to take a 15- -hp mmlblke for a lap- around the 1n51df: of. the |§:

. .PHOTOGRAPHY. BY CHARLES PLUEDDEMAN



